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11_1 . (C)  Poloff  delivered  reftel  demarche  to  A. A.  Adepoju, 

Director  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  Europe  Division, 
on  February  12.  Adepoju  said  Nigeria  would  continue  to 
remain  neutral  on  the  issue  of  Kosovo  recognition,  noting 
that  there  is  no  unified  African  position.  He  explained  that 
the  Biafran  war  of  separation  and  the  current  armed  conflict 
in  the  Niger  Delta  made  Nigeria  particularly  sensitive  to 
issues  of  secession.  "We  are  not  against  Kosovo,"  Adepoju 
told  Poloff,  noting  that  the  GON  recognizes  the  human  rights 
dimension  to  Kosovo's  independence.  However,  he  maintained 
that  any  action  taken  by  the  GON  to  recognize  that 
independence  officially  could  be  misconstrued  by  those 
continuing  to  support  Biafran  independence  or  even  Niger 
Delta  militants  as  support  for  their  own  claims  to  self 
determination.  Adepoju  contended  that  the  issue  is  sensitive 
to  several  African  nations  and  that,  as  a result,  Kosovo's 
recognition  has  been  sidelined,  not  even  being  raised  at  the 
early  February  African  Union  meetings  in  Addis  Ababa,  despite 
Senegal ' s desire  to  bring  it  to  the  table  as  it  had 
previously  at  the  Organization  of  the  Islamic  Conference. 

V2 . (C)  Adepoju  told  Poloff  that  any  public  statements  in 
support  of  Kosovo's  recognition  would  be  more  likely  to  come 
from  the  Nigerian  Mission  to  the  United  Nations,  rather  than 
the  GON  in  Abuja  for  the  reasons  above.  He  volunteered  to 
Poloff  that,  if  the  USG  desired  a public  statement  of  support 
from  the  GON,  the  best  avenue  would  be  to  approach  the 
Nigerian  U.N.  Mission  directly  to  make  the  case.  Adepoju 
claimed  the  Nigerian  Mission  does  not/not  have  any 
instructions  to  oppose  Kosovo  recognition  at  the  U.N.  level, 
but  rather  has  taken  a "wait  and  see"  attitude.  Any  approach 
to  the  Nigerian  Mission  to  the  U.N.,  Adepoju  told  Poloff, 
should  focus  on  the  human  rights  aspects  of  Kosovo 
independence . 
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